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As the fighting on the Aisne died down, both
the Germans and the Allies sought to outflank
their enemy by a series of overlapping movements,
and as the battle area gradually extended towards
the sea it was decided that the British Army should
resume its original position on the extreme flank
of the Allies. There were obvious advantages.
The lines of communication would be shortened,
and the British Armies would be readily available
for joint operations with the Navy, should such
be required.

Ypres

On the 2oth of October the ist Corps came into
line in the Ypres area, with the remainder of the
British Expeditionary Force already engaged with
the enemy, and then commenced the month of
epic struggle known as the first battle of Ypres.
It began as an encounter battle ; for both Ger-
man and French Higher Commands believed that
they had now found their adversaries' flank and
simultaneously ordered their Armies to attack.
The actual orders that Haig received on the soth
were for a long advance march, and he was
informed that he need not anticipate much resist-
ance. Haig, still sceptical of the reliability of the
information, moved forward with extreme cau-
tion. He ordered an advance in short, method-
ical, well-defined steps ; the ground gained at
each step was to be made good by rapid field
entrenchment before the next step was under-
taken. His caution was justified. By the